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structure; and that next, in the " Etudes Philo-sophiques," he will go back from effect to cause, from the feelings, their life and way of working, to the conditions behind them on which life, society, and man have their being ; and that having described society, he will in the "Etudes Philo-sophiques " judge it. In the " Etudes de Mceurs " types will be formed from individuals, in the " Etudes Philosophiques " individuals from types. Then, after effects and causes, will come principles, in the " Etudes Analytiques." " Les moeurs sont le spectacle, les causes sont les coulisses et les machines, et les principes c'est 1'auteur." When this great palace is at last completed, he will write the science of it in " L'Essai sur les Forces Humaines" ; and on the base, he, a child and a laugher, will trace the immense arabesque of the " Contes Drolatiques," those Rabelaisian stories in old French tracing the progress of the language, which he often declared would be his principal claim to fame. In 1842 the name " La Comedie Humaine " was after much consideration given to the whole structure, and in the preface he explains this title by saying : " The vastness of a plan which includes Society's history and criticism, the analysis of its evils, the discussion of its principles, justifies me, I think, in giving to my work the name under which it is appearing to-day—' The Human Comedy.' Pretentious, is it ? Is it not rather true ? That is a question for the public to decide when the work is finished."he diligence with five Swiss, who treated himonsciousnesse were many disputedon that the midst of suspense—He goes to Rome—Comes back better in health and spirits—et La Cousine Bette " and " Le Cousin Pons"—Balzac goes to Wiesbaden—Marriage of Comtesse Anna and Comte Georges Mniszech—Balzac and Madame Hanska secretly engaged—Parisian gossip . . 273
